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Carol McCloud

Author / Educator

Children’s Fiction 0-9

Carol McCloud, the "Bucket Lady," is an award-
winning author, emotional intelligence trainer,
and 20-year education veteran. Her flagship
book, Have You Filled a Bucket Today? has
captivated readers since 2006, making her
bucketfilling series a cornerstone resource for
social-emotional learning in schools and libraries.
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Jim Benton
NYTimes bestselling author & artist

Children’s Fiction 0-18

Jim Benton's funny series, including Dear Dumb
Diary, Catwad, and Franny K. Stein, have sold
millions of books and win over reluctant readers.
His educational graphic novel Jop and Blip Wanna

Know earned an Excellence in Graphic Literature
Award.

Scan to find me on @jimkbenton
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Tanya Wright

Author / Actress / Educator

Children’s Fiction 0-9

A Harvard-educated actress and educator, Tanya
Wright holds a master's in Learning Design,
Innovation, and Technology. Her Hairiette of
Harlem Educational System — spanning books,
curricula, and video — offers schools and libraries
a research-informed, creative toolkit for bridging
the achievement gap in early childhood.

Scan to find me on @hairietteofharlem
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Summer Benton
Author / Artist / Educator

Children’s Fiction 0-18

Former children's art teacher Summer Benton
writes and draws comic early readers that inspire
kids to create their own stories. Her debut was
named a 2025 Best Book by School Library
Journal and the Children's Book Council.

Scan to find me on @sumbenton
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Vicki Scott Burns

Award-winning Author

Children’s Fiction 4-9

A former educator with a passion for sparking
student curiosity, Vicki Scott Burns is a multi-
award-winning author with multiple awards to
her name. Her Charli Explores STEM® series
blends imagination and learning, making it a
standout for elementary libraries.

[m] ke [m]
i Scan to find me on @emmollybooks
EI';’ BookAnAuthor.com

60

Nocola Williams
Author

Children’s Fiction 6-9

Nocola Williams is an award-winning author and
retired educator who continues to mentor youth
in her Southern Maryland community. Her books
reflect her love of nature and family, offering
school and library collections an authentic,
community-rooted voice for young readers.

Scan to find me on @thehiphophomestead

BookAnAuthor.com G ﬁ]

squirrel’s FOUT

Greremmm O .
= 0w|sWorr|es
" \‘ "/A

We '*f*jlll

Jayme Branagh

"’* N
Author / Counselor / Therapist jﬂ‘

Children’s Fiction 0-9

Jayme Branagh is an elementary school
counselor, child therapist, and award-winning
author of We Will Join You. Her books and school
visit programs equip students with tools for
empathy and inclusion, making her work an
impactful resource for social-emotional learning
collections.

Scan to find me on @JaymeBranagh
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Yobe Qiu

Author / Entrepreneur

Children’s Fiction 0-9

Yobe is an educator and author dedicated to
diversifying children's literature. Her books,
including Our Lunar New Year, authentically
represent AAPI cultures and characters, filling a
critical gap in inclusive storytelling — making
them an essential addition to any culturally
responsive library collection.
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Anna Huang
Author / Psychologist

Nonfiction / Historical Fiction

Dr. Anna Huang, a clinical psychologist and mom,
created The Mindful Peach to give children
bilingual books about emotions. Her stories help
educators and families build emotional well-being
and open conversations about feelings in two
languages.

Scan to find me on @mindfulpeach.co
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Bridget Gengler ‘

Author / Educator

Children’s Fiction 6-12

Elementary educator Bridget Gengler writes to
remind students their voices matter and their
stories are essential. Her children's books,
including You Have a Story to Tell!, encourage
children to step out of their comfort zones and
believe in themselves.

Scan to find me on @bridgetgengler
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Beverly Gandara

Author / Screenwriter

Nonfiction / Historical Fiction

Beverly Gandara is an award-winning author and
screenwriter, recognized nationally and
internationally, whose historical fiction, drama,
and family stories honor everyday people with
honesty and warmth. Each of the five books
features an original painting on its cover.

Scan to find me on @bevgandara
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Brittney Roblero

Author

Children’s Fiction 0-9

Brittney Traudt writes stories that get kids
curious about the world. Her Shelly books follow
one adventurous character from summer camp to
the Capitol, making them a natural fit for lessons
on independence, civics, and trying new things.

LR Scan to find me on @writerbrittneytraudt
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Holly Rehberg

Author / Educator

Children’s Fiction 0-12

Holly Rehberg is a part-time teacher and Tulsa-
area author whose Cal the Camel books bring
adventure to the classroom. Her newest read-
aloud celebrates America's 250th birthday,
making it a perfect fit for the 2026-2027 school

year.

Scan to find me on @calthecamel
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Katie Engen

Author / Educator

Children’s Fiction 0-12

Katie Engen, M.Ed., blends classroom teaching,
curriculum development, and science education
into stories and cross-curricular lessons that
engage young minds with big ideas. Her Gwyneth
& the Flossy Posse stories pair tooth fairy heroics
with economics.

Scan to find me on @bigideasdyoungminds
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Jeanette Gil -
Author / Educator

Children’s Fiction 0-9

Jeanette Gil, known as Abuela Gigi, is an educator
and doctoral candidate who helps children build
confidence and embrace what makes them
unique. Her debut book, Aloe Vera's Special Gift,
weaves Cuban heritage into social-emotional
learning for the classroom.

Scan to find me on @jeanettegilauthor
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Laura Leeson
Author / Educator

Children’s Fiction 4-9

Laura Leeson taught every grade, K-12, from
Alaska to California before writing The Written
Adventure of Nella Lace. Rooted in her classroom
curriculum, her book invites children to make
their own connections, because reading should
be an experience.

Scan to find me on @laura_leeson
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Leslee Flanagan
Author / Educator

Children’s Fiction 0-12

Leslee Flanagan, a teacher, mom, and
grandmother, writes animal-filled stories to
inspire lifelong learners. From caring for wild and
domestic animals to volunteering at a Beluga
habitat, she shows kids that learning new things
is a fun adventure.

Scan to find me on @lesleemflanagan
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Mark Darden

Author

Children’s Fiction 4-9

Mark Darden is the founder and Chief Content
Creator of Buckeye Muscle Media, LLC, and a
member of IBPA and SCBW!I. An independent
author-publisher since 2019, his growing catalog
of children's books offers school and library
collections a fresh, independently driven
perspective on storytelling.

Scan to find me on @buckeyemusclemedia
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Mari Telios
Author / Publisher / Marketer

Children’s Fiction 0-9

Author Mari Telios writes stories that connect,
built around themes children return to again and
again: patience, hope, resilience, and emotional
growth. Her Little Seed world extends beyond

the page with a plush companion and creative
kits.
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Shanita Liu
Author / Speaker

Children’s Fiction 0-9

Shanita Liu is an award-winning author, TEDx
speaker, and Fulbright Scholar whose Courage
Magic platform helps children build courage and
confidence. Her A-Z picture book, C is for
Courageous, invites educators, counselors, and
families into the courage conversation.

Scan to find me on @couragemagicbooks
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